
Dear Parents, 
 
 
I am writing to provide a further update for parents on important issues surrounding our response to 
COVID 19. 
 
 
Lateral Flow Testing 
 
 
Parents may have read items in the press relating to concerns about the government’s initial plans for 
schools to test staff and pupils who are close contacts of positive cases daily, rather than them having 
to self-isolate. There has now been a change of approach from the government which schools were 
informed about this morning. The relevant part of the message from the Secretary of State is given 
below: 
 
 
 
School and college leaders are playing a key role in setting up COVID-19 testing. Testing remains a 
vital part of our plan to suppress this virus, and the widespread rollout of regular testing using rapid 
lateral flow tests is already proving beneficial in finding people with coronavirus before they develop 
symptoms. 
We have consistently been guided by experts, and as part of our testing approach we rolled out daily 
contact testing in schools on the advice of NHS Test and Trace and Public Health England (PHE). 
Both NHS Test and Trace and PHE have now reviewed that advice, and concluded that, in light of the 
higher prevalence and rates of transmission of the new variant, further evaluation work is required to 
understand the impact of daily contact testing, instead of self-isolation for those who have been in 
contact with a case, to make sure it is achieving its aim of breaking chains of transmission and 
reducing cases of the virus in the community. 
In light of that assessment, we are pausing daily contact testing in all but a small number of 
secondary schools and colleges, where it will continue with detailed evaluation to inform any future 
resumption and to make sure nobody in the remaining settings is put at any risk. Regular testing of 
staff should continue and will increase to twice weekly as further reassurance and to break chains of 
transmission during this period. 
It is therefore important to make clear to parents using our critical workers provision that any pupil 
identified as a close contact of a positive case must not attend school. They should follow the 
procedure as before Christmas, which is to contact covid@ohgs.co.uk and Mrs Shaw, our Covid 
Response Officer, will provide advice on the appropriate period of self-isolation. We did not have 
pupils who were attending school who were being tested daily yet in any case. 
This change does not affect the routine testing of staff working in school which can continue, and has 
been increased to twice weekly. I will provide further information about the routine testing of pupils 
(who are not close contacts) when details of when a return to school is likely are clearer. Once again I 
apologise if these changes seem confusing; but this is outwith our control. 
Ofqual Consultation on GCSEs and A Levels 
Earlier this week I wrote to parents in Years 11 and 13 giving details on the Ofqual consultation on 
GCSEs and A Levels which has now been launched and runs until 29th January. I am conscious that 
parents in other year groups may have views on this and might wish to contribute. 
I have published the link on the Google classrooms for Years 11 and 13 and have encouraged our 
students to make their views known. Parents who wish to add their views can do so here. 
 
 
No final decisions have been made before this process is complete, but it is possible to see Ofqual’s 
initial thinking which is as follows. 
 
 

• “A breadth of evidence should inform teachers’ judgements”; 
• Teachers’ final judgements will be as late as possible to “maximise remaining teaching time 

and ensure students are motivated to remain engaged in education”; 
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• The Education Secretary has also asked Ofqual to explore the “possibility of providing 
externally set tasks or papers, in order that teachers can draw on this resource to support 
their assessments of students”; 

• There will be no algorithm to standardise grades; 

• However, it does look like there will be some system of moderation to confirm that the process 
and evidence used to award a grade is reasonable. Changes should only be made if those 
grades cannot be justified, rather than as a result of marginal differences of opinion; 

• “There will be an appeals process for any student who doesn’t believe their grade reflects the 
standard of their work”. 

 
 
Remote Learning Provision 
 
 
Schools will shortly be required to publish details of their remote learning provision on their websites. 
Parents with children in all sections at OHGS should now be familiar with our routines and approach. 
However, the following document  has been prepared and will be published on our website. It  means 
parents should be well informed on our pedagogy and be better able to support their children as a 
result. 
 
 
As ever, we welcome any feedback to Mr Jones m.jones@ohgs.co.uk (Senior School), Mrs Knott 
(Juniors) r.knott@ohgs.co.uk and Miss Barnett c.barnett@ohgs.co.uk (Nursery & Infants). 
 
 
And Finally 
 
 
Please do continue to encourage the children to keep active and to take a break from their screens. A 
very good way of doing so is to take part in the PE department’s Race to Ghana and miles can be 
uploaded here. 
 
 
If the weather makes that impossible my latest video assembly is here! 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
CJD Mairs 
(Principal) 
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