
31st March 2020 

Dear Parents 

 

Once again I would like to thank you for your patience and support at this very challenging 
time. I understand that families are facing huge pressures as we all try to adapt as best we 
can to the restrictions which we all face. 

 

Distance Learning 

 

We are pleased with how the pupils have adapted to this so far, and the staff are working 
incredibly hard to make this as productive as possible. I said at the outset that these two 
weeks would allow us to trial these systems so that we can refine our practice after the 
Easter break. We are constantly seeking to evaluate issues like the volume, pace and 
interactive nature of the lessons we are providing and recognise that balance is key. We 
have been collecting feedback from pupils, parents and staff on how this is working. In the 
Juniors Mrs Knott has trialled a different approach for Week 2. Please can I ask if there are 
further comments from any parent please do pass these on to Mr James (Senior School) 
n.james@ohgs.co.uk, Mrs Knott (Juniors) r.knott@ohgs.co.uk and Mrs Summers (Nursery 
and Infants) a.summers@ohgs.co.uk. Given the extremely unusual circumstances that we 
face, Mrs Summers will be continuing in her role as Acting Head of Nursery and Infants in 
the short term. 

 

There is a small number of pupils who are not engaging with their learning. Please can I ask 
for parents to encourage them to do so. Students across all year groups who actively 
engage at this very difficult time will be in a much better position when school reopens. I also 
believe that the structure and routine of work will be key in helping them cope mentally with 
the restrictions that we face. If any parents are finding it difficult to persuade students to 
work, please do alert their form tutor and we will be happy to make contact. At this stage I 
would reiterate the need for pupils to read instructions very carefully and to note the 
teachers’ comments on their work. One of the benefits of us using google is the ability to 
provide feedback relatively easily. Please can I also ask pupils not to make silly comment 
interactions on lessons - this generates individual notifications for staff and slows the 
process down. 

 

GCSE and A Levels 

 

I know that pupils and parents are anxiously waiting on further news of how this year’s 
GCSE and A Level grades will be allocated. We have yet to receive firm details on how this 
is going to work but have been told to expect more information this week. When we receive 
this we will make students and parents aware. There will be much for teachers, Heads of 
Department and the Examinations Manager to work through so I would ask for your patience 
at this time. 

 

The following holding comment was published by Ofqual towards the end of last week. 
Students understandably want reassurance, and teachers urgently need to know what to do, 
and when. We expect to publish detailed information about the process and timetable which 
will apply this summer next week. This will include the steps we would like teachers to follow 
and more detailed guidance on how to consider the full range of evidence they will have 
available when submitting their assessment grades. We are talking to teaching 
representatives to make sure that what we are planning is manageable and appropriate, so 
that students, parents, carers and teachers can have confidence in the approach. 



We will outline by Easter the process we will follow to make sure grades are fair across 
schools and colleges, as well as our proposals for appeals. We will also say more as soon 
as possible about the arrangements for additional exams in the new academic year. 
We want to reassure students waiting for news that we are doing everything we can to make 
sure they are not disadvantaged by these unprecedented circumstances. 
UCAS have also extended some of their key deadlines to take into account the extraordinary 
circumstances that we face: 

  

Original 
date 

UCAS Undergraduate deadline New 
date 

5 May 
2020 

The deadline for applicants to reply to any offers received by 31 
March 2020. 

19 May 
2020 

6 May 
2020 

The deadline for universities and colleges to make decisions and 
reply to applications received by 15 January 2020. 

20 May 
2020 

  

I would urge students not to make hasty decisions in accepting offers, and seek individual 
advice from Mrs Travis j.travis@ohgs.co.uk before doing so. 
At a time of great uncertainty it remains imperative for students in Years 11 and 13 to 
continue to study on their courses as these are near completion.  

 

Key Workers Children Provision 

 

Once again I would like to pay tribute to the staff who are keeping this service running; we 
are all indebted to them. We have been implementing the latest government advice on social 
distancing in this setting and following strict hygiene protocols. Thank you also to parents 
who are helping us by limiting their use of this service as far as possible. We are going to 
continue to provide this service over the Easter break. Please can I ask again for parents 
only to use it as a last resort and if there is no safe alternative. 

 

Finance 

 

I fully understand that we all face uncertain times at present. The current crisis will be 
creating very significant financial pressures for many households. I know that many of our 
parents already make significant sacrifices in order to send their children to Hulme. Our 
board of Governors are meeting remotely this week and there will be further information 
about fees following this meeting. In the meantime I would reiterate that parents facing 
immediate financial difficulties should contact the Head of Finance, Mrs Duncalf, directly at 
n.duncalf@ohgs.co.uk. She is seeking to support these parents as best she can by 
amending payment terms on a case by case basis. We will do all we can to support families, 
but as a business we also face significant pressures and will need parents to work with us, in 
order to ensure that we can continue to provide a high level of service to the pupils. 

 

Mental Well-being 

 



I am concerned that pupils, parents and staff are able to look after their mental well-being at 
this very challenging time. Our counsellors are continuing to work remotely. We are offering 
this service between Tuesday and Friday when our two counsellors Michael and Lorrie are 
taking appointments. If any student or member of staff wants to access this service they 
should email counselling@ohgs.co.uk or call 07738 718445. This email and school phone 
will be monitored by Mrs Millington in strict confidence who will arrange for an appointment. 
If any parents would like to use this too this may be possible, but please do understand that 
pupils will take priority. 

 

And Finally 

 

I will continue to communicate with pupils and parents as regularly as I can. I don’t think I am 
cut out for a career in broadcasting but I will continue to post video assemblies and 
messages. I will even try to remember to change my shirt! I have attached a link to my most 
recent senior school assembly which parents are welcome to watch. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bw7cyNxOE_3pp9YMLz2c861LvHZ8kE6i/view?usp=sharing 

 

I sincerely hope that our families are keeping safe at this time. Please take care. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Craig Mairs 

Principal 

 

 


